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Things To Come 


We are happy to announce that in the near 
future we shall be able to present four outstand- 
ing contributions on contemporary religious 
thought. 


First will be a penetrating article on Karl 
Jaspers, one of the leaders in existentialist philo- 
sophy by Dr. Gordon H. Clark. The second 
is a brilliant paper on “An Evaluation of Karl 
Barth”, by Dr. Bernard Ramm. The third is an 
incisive summary of “The Theology of Nels F. 
S. Ferre” by Dr. Gordon H. Clark. The final 
article is a masterpiece on “Tillich’s Reinterpre- 
tation of Historic Christianity”, by Dr. William 
Young. 





These four papers should be of absorbing in- 
terest to students in theological seminaries, min- 
isters who are interested in contemporary re- 
ligious thought and laymen who are endeavor- 
ing to keep abreast of modern trends in theology. 


=e eS 





The Church and State 


There has never been a time when we have 
needed clearer thinking with reference to the 
distinctions between Church and State, and the 
obligation of the Christian to recognize and live 
in the light of these distinctions. 


Let either the Church or the State assume 
power or functions which belong to the other 
and serious problems immediately arise. History 
is replete with such incidents and in our own 
time we are faced with the same time-worn issues. 


For part of this editorial we are indebted to 
Rev. J. Kenton Parker and his reference to “Out- 
lines of Theology” by Dr. A. A. Hodge. The 
importance of the subject is further heightened 
by current developments in the field of politics, 
and political candidates, and in the unseemly 
jockeying for political power on the part of both 
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the Roman Catholic Church and some very vo- 
cal and active Protestant organizations and 
leaders. 


There are three leading concepts of the rela- 
tionship of Church and State. 


The Roman Catholic concept is that the civil 
government is a part of and therefore subordi- 
nate to the Church. For this reason the Church 
of Rome seeks to influence and control govern- 
ments in the name of the Church. These activ- 
ities may be open or they may be carried on in 
secret. Where Rome exercises free power with- 
in governments Christian freedoms are sup- 
pressed. One has but to look at Colombia, Spain 
and other Catholic-dominated countries to re- 
alize that where free to do so the church perse- 
cutes and oppresses. For that reason thinking 
Americans view with genuine alarm the possible 
election of a Roman Catholic as President of the 
United States. No matter how loyal a citizen he 
may be, no matter how able and dedicated he 
may be to the highest good for America, if he is 
a loyal Catholic he is part of a system which is 
the very antithesis of the basic ideals on which 
our country was founded. 


The second concept of Church-State relation- 
ships was first made popular by Erastus, a phy- 
sician in Heidelberg in the sixteenth century. 
The Erastian doctrine is the very opposite of 
that held by the Roman Catholic Church. He 
taught that the Church is only a phase of the 
State. The State being a divine institution was 
therefore responsible for both the spiritual and 
temporal State church, a church supported by 
and obligated to look to the State for the 
maintenance of doctrine, the proper administra- 
tion of the sacraments, and of discipline. Here 
church officers are appointed by the State and 
are in a measure responsible to the State. 


The Reformed or Protestant doctrine of the 
Church is that both the State and the Church 
are divine institutions but that their objectives 
and functions are in every way different and in- 
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dependent the one of the other. The State is 
temporal in its administration, designed for the 
temporal welfare of its citizens. The Church is 
a spiritual organization, designed to witness to 
the saving and keeping power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to administer the ordinances and main- 
tain the discipline of the Church and to con- 
stitute a visible witness of a redeemed citizenry, 
one in but not of this world; men and women 
separated unto righteousness who should live in 
the world as shining lights. 


This view of the Church emphasizes the spiri- 
tual nature of her calling and looks to believers 
to be true “salt” and “light” in the society of 
which they are a part. 


This view requires that the influence of the 
Church shall be exercised by Christians, as citi- 
zens of their country, and rejects the idea that 
the Church, in the name of the Church, should 
seek to exercise political controls or pressures 
on the State. 


Maintaining the spiritual nature of the 
Church our Book of Church order specifically 
states: 


“The sole functions of the church as a king- 
dom and government distinct from the civil com- 
monwealth, are to proclaim, to administer, and 
to enforce the law of Christ revealed in the Scrip- 
tures.”” Again we find: “The assemblies (church 
courts) are altogether distinct from the civil 
magistracy, nor have they any jurisdiction in po- 
litical or civil affairs.” 


At the same time our Confession recognizes 
the right and even the obligation of the Church 
to petition the government under certain cir- 
cumstances. In Chapter 23: IV we read: 


“Synods and councils are to handle or conclude 
nothing but that which is ecclesiastical: and are 
not to intermeddle with civil affairs which con- 
cern the commonwealth unless by way of humble 
petition in cases extraordinary; or by way of 
advice for satisfaction of conscience, if they be 
thereunto required by the civil magistrate.” 


Wherever the Church has arrogated to itself 
temporal powers there is also the tendency to 
usurp the headship of Christ. It should be re- 
membered at all times that the Church is the 
body and that Christ is the Head. It is Christ 
who will eventually conquer, not the Church. 
It is to Him that every knee will bow, not to 
the Church. The latter is the Bride, not the 
Bridegroom. 


The Witnessing mission of the Church should 
ever be foremost. “Ye are my witnesses”—“This 
Gospel shall be preached for a witness to all 
nations”, express the primary work of the 
Church. Once assume that it is the Church 
which is to conquer the world and the next 
step of assuming and conniving for worldly 
power is inevitable. 


It is this utterly unProtestant Philosophy of 
the Church which has led some to say: “When 
the General Assembly takes action God has spok- 
en.” Recognizing such a danger the Westminster 
divines inserted in the Confession of Faith this 
clear restriction: 


“God alone is the Lord of the conscience, and 
hath left it free from doctrines and command- 
ments of men which are in anything contrary 
to His word, or beside it in matters of faith or 
worship” (Chapt. 22, IT) To doubly emphasize 
the importance of this doctrine we further read: 


“All synods or councils since the apostles’ 
times, whether general or particular, may err, 
and many have erred; therefore they are not to 
be made the rule of faith or practice, but to be 
used as a help in both.” 


Rather than pave the way for ecclesiastical an- 
archy these are merely safeguards against ecclesi- 
astical tyranny, or the use of secular means to 
effect spiritual control over the consciences and 
lives of men. 


Men have two distinct obligations, one to the 
civil government under which they live, because 
the power of that government, no matter how 
it may be corrupted, is derived from God (See 
Romans 13). The other obligation is to God 
and to His Church. At no place should the 
governments of State and Church encroach the 
one on the other. Should the State undertake to 
dictate in spiritual matters it should be resisted. 
Should the Church undertake to dictate in the 
field of secular administration it too should be 
resisted. 


There are other distinctions which are clear. 
We obey the laws of the State because of com- 
pulsion, or we suffer the consequences now. We 
obey the laws of God voluntarily because of love 
and gratitude and by His own gracious help. 


Obedience to temporal law has immediate 
and temporal implications. Obedience to the 
laws of God are of ultimate and eternal sig- 
nificance. 
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Due to the high calling of the Church, her 
spiritual nature and witness, let us maintain 
that high calling against all attempts to secu- 
larize it. Where Christians live in the world, 
“blameless and harmless, the sons of God, with- 
out rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and per- 
verse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in 
the world; holding forth the word of life” 
(Phil. 2:15) they are being the “salt” and the 
“light” the social order so desperately needs. 


The Protestant doctrine of Church and State 
may be abandoned only to find that the best in- 
terests of both have been jeopordized. 


—L. N. B. 





The River of Salvation 
(See Ezekiel 47 and Revelation 22) 


This world thinks a lot of its rivers, and right- 
ly so. What would North America be without 
the Mighty Mississippi and St. Lawrence; what 
would South America be without the Amazon; 
or the Nile in Egypt, or the Ganges in India? It 
is no wonder that ignorant people worship some 
of the rivers. Even small rivers, like the Jordan, 
are very important. 


The Garden of Eden is located by the river 
which parted and became four heads. Ezekiel 
has many visions and one of his most familiar 
is found in chapter 47 where “holy waters” issue 
forth from the threshold of the house at the 
south side of the altar. The prophet Isaiah cries, 
Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the wa- 
ters, and John in Revelation 22 says, And he 
shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. Let us look at the Source of 
the River, its Growth, and its Blessings. 


The Source of the River of Salvation is God: 
the house of God, the altar and the throne. Sal- 
vation has its source in the Power of God, for it 
is His power that makes Salvation possible. He 
is on the throne. He says to men, Look unto me 
and be saved all the ends of the earth, for I 
am God and there is no other: Thou must save, 
and Thou alone. 


It has its source in the altar which stands 
for the Sacrificial Love of God: God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. He was made 
sin for us Who knew no sin: Christ died for us; 
died for our sins. Behold the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. The river issues 
from the south side of the altar. 


The Growth of the river: Ezekiel sees it get- 
ting deeper and deeper. It begins with a promise 
in the dark day in Eden: it becomes larger in 
time of Abraham and Moses and the Prophets. 


PAGE 4 





It is larger still as the Saviour calls men to come 
and drink. It is an immense stream today as it 
goes into every land in the world. We shall 
only realize how great it is when we gather 
with the multitude whom no man can number 
to shout His praises. People are coming to the 
river from East and West, North and South. 


The Blessings of the River can be summed 
up in one word: Life: wherever the river goes 
there is Life. In order to have life there are 
two things necessary: Medicine and Food: “for 
meat and for medicine”. Medicine to heal, and 
food to sustain life. We live in a sick world and 
a hungry world. What would we do without 
our Drug Stores and our Grocery Stores! This 
is true of our bodies: it is just as true of our 
souls. There is balm in Gilead and a Physician 
who can forgive sin and cleanse us in His 
precious blood. He is the Bread of Life and the 
water of life. Our souls need never be hungry 
or thirsty. 


Are you sick? Are you hungry? Come ye to 
the waters! And whosoever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely. —J. K. P. 





Fictions 


Is your life a fiction? The popular novels or 
fictions are make-believe stories with happy end- 
ings, but when a life is a fiction it is a bi- 
ography with a tragic ending. 


Life is full of fictions. Even the law sets them 
up as legal assumptions for purposes of con- 
venience. For instance, a man is declared, due 
to extenuating circumstances or to legal techni- 
calities, not guilty of a crime which he admit- 
tedly committed. Then there are many fictions 
in the ordinary cover-up of the fact that some 
people really have nothing to say to each other. 
Incidentally, this is condemned by Paul in First 
Timothy 5:13. 


The devil, too, deals in fictions. Among them 
are: That man can find happiness in worldly 
things: That worldly standards of ethics make 
a “good” man; Or, that a man owns his own 
soul, when, as a matter of fact, the soul belongs 
to God, or else to the devil himself. 


The fictional life, then, is based on make- 
believe assumptions for purposes of convenience 
or expediency. The fictionist thus avoids the 
raw issues of life and merely compromises them. 
He declares an armistice with life and is thereby 
spared the mental and spiritual stress of vital 
decisions which would cause him secrifices or 
discomfort. The rich young ruler who could 
not give up his riches was such a one as this. 


Our modern superficial life is conducive to 
the increase of fictionalism, but God is a realist 
and we cannot pretend, make-believe or com- 
promise our way into heaven. —R. LeC. 
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I; your Will has not been revised recently, it might be wise to have 
your lawyer review it with you now. 


Your family may have grown or become smaller since your Will was 
drawn. Your estate also may have changed in size. Laws of inheritance 
and distribution may have been changed. Estate taxes may be due 
another look. 


You may also want to include a bequest to some religious cause. 
Many members of our Church have made bequests to the Board of 
World Missions. If you wish to include such a provision, the following 
form of bequest is recommended: 
I give, devise and bequeath to the Board of World Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, a corporation organized 
under the laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, 
Tennessee, the sum of (or the following 
property, to wit: . ). 
We advise that you see your lawyer soon to be sure your Will does 


everything you want it to do. Call on us for any help we can render. 
Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 1 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Parable Of Jesus Rejection 


Backgrourd Scripture: Matthew 21:33-43 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53:1-6 


There are two very different pictures in Old Testament prophecies: 
comes to reign, and of a time of peace and prosperity, such as Isaiah 9:6-7: 


born, unto us a son is given: 


And the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, the Everlasting Fathe 


One is that of a king who 
“For unto us a child is 
and his name shall be 
r, the Prince of Peace. Of the 


increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 


kingdom, to order it, 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this”. 


and to establish it with judgment and justice from henceforth even forever. The 
Or Isaiah 11:1-9, part of which reads, 
come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 


“And there shall 
and the spirit 


of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord .. . 


They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea”. We believe that these and other similar 
prophecies will be fulfilled when Christ comes 
the second time without sin unto salvation. We 
believe He is coming to judge the living and the 
dead, to receive us unto Himself and to reign 


and rule. This is the “Blessed Hope” of the 
church. 


The other picture of Christ in Old Testa- 
ment prophecy is a very different one. It is the 
picture of the Suffering Servant of the Lord. 
Ir Psalm 22, for instance we read, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (The words 
Jesus quoted on the cross) and “I am poured 
out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; 
my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst 
of my bowels”. We almost feel as if we were stand- 
ing beneath the cross watching Him die. It is 
the same way with Isaiah 53:1-6 (our Devotional 
Reading). “He is despised and rejected of men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: 
and we hid as it were our faces from Him; He 
was despised, and we esteemed Him not. Surely 
He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sor- 
rows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten 
of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was bruised for our in- 
iquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him, and with His stripes we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lord hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all”. These were 
the words the Ethiopian was reading when 
Philip began at these words and preached unto 
him Jesus. Many, many others have been led 
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to accept the Suffering Servant as their Saviour 
and Redeemer by reading or hearing these 
words. We believe these words can refer to only 
One Person, om Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 


Jesus knew from the beginning that He was 
to suffer and die. “Destroy this temple (His 
body) and I will raise it up in three days”, He 
said as He cleansed the temple at the start of 
His ministry. He warned disciples over and over 
again that He was going up to Jerusalem to 
suffer and die. Be it far from thee, Lord; this 
shall never be, said the impulsive Peter. Neither 
the disciples nor the Jews as a whole had seen 
the Messiah as dying on a cross. They wanted 
the conquering King; they did not see the mean- 
ing of the other prophecies. 


In the parable we study both aspects of His 
coming which are presented as we shall see. 


It would be well to compare His parable with 
the “Song of the Vineyard” in Isaiah, one of 
the very few parables in the Old Testament. 
“Now will I sing to my well beloved a song of 
my beloved touching his vineyard. My well be- 
loved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: . 
For the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the men of Judah His plea- 
sant plant: and he looked for judgment, and 
beheld oppression; for righteousness, but behold 
a cry”. Let us turn now to the Parable of the 


Wicked Husbandman, the Parable of Jesus’ Re- 
jection. The Chief Priests and Pharisees did not 
always see the application of Jesus’ Parables, 
but they saw plainly that this one applied to 
them. The shoe fit and they had to wear it, but 
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it angered them instead of causing them to see 
their wickedness and repent, “But when they 
sought to lay hands upon Him, they feared the 
multitudes”. 


I. God’s Vineyard, Israel: Matthew 21:33 


Israel is often portrayed as a vine of God's 
own planting, or a vineyard. God selected Israel 
as His own peculair people. The history of the 
chosen people tells a wonderful story of God’s 
care over them. He called Abram and promised 
that his seed should be as the stars in the heavens 
and the sand upon the seashore. He kept that 
promise. He brought them out of Egypt and 
made them a great nation under David and 
Solomon. He had a right to expect them to be 
a good nation also, bearing fruit. He had given 
the Law and the temple and by miracles and 
signs had protected them from their enemies. 
He had taken good care of His vineyard, giving 
them victory over all the surrounding nations. 
The land of Palestine was like a beautiful vine- 
yard let out to husbandmen. 


II. Seeking Fruit: 21:34-39 


God sends His servants (the prophets and 
others) seeking fruit. They found that Israel 
was bearing “wild grapes”. There was sin every- 
where. They were bearing evil fruit. Instead 
of listening to the prophets, they persecuted 
them. In Hebrews 11 we read, “they were stoned, 
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 
slain with the sword: they wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, af- 
flicted, tormented (of whom the world was not 
worthy) they wandered in deserts, and in moun- 
tains, and in dens and caves of the earth”. Some 
of the wicked kings like Ahab persecuted Elijah, 
and Jeremiah was put in a dungeon and tradi- 
tion says Isaiah was “sawn asunder’’. Jesus tells 
the Pharisees that they were like their fathers, 
persecuting and killing the prophets. In His 
lament over Jerusalem Jesus says, “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and ston- 
est them that are sent unto thee; how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, as 
a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, 
and ye would not!” (Luke 13:34) God kept 
on sending His servants and Israel persisted in 
their evil ways. 


Last of all God sent His Son. “God, who at 
sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, 
whem He hath appointed heir of all things”. 
“They will reverence my son”, but instead of 
reverencing Him, “they caught him, and cast 
him out of the vineyard, and slew him”. Jesus 
came unto His own and His own received Him 
not. And now, in a few days, they were to 
crucify Him. 
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Ill. What will He Do? 21:40-44 


What did the Lord do in the parable? What 
will God do to the nation Israel? He will destroy 
those wicked men and let out his vineyard to 
others. This is exactly what has taken place. 
Jerusalem was captured and thousands of Jews 
destroyed. Today we have Jews scattered all 
over the world, but very few Christian Jews. 
There are not so many “Orthodox” Jews. Most 
of them are agnostics or atheists, even those who 
have gone back to their own land. The church 
is almost entirely Gentile. God has let out His 
vineyard to the Gentiles. The Jews rejected 
their Messiah and Saviour and a strange blind- 
ness has fallen on them. We are living in “the 
times of the Gentiles”. Paul tried to preach to, 
and convince, his own people. His heart's de- 
sire and prayer to God for Israel was that she 
would be saved. He had but little success among 
his own people and so he turned to the Gentiles. 
“The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, 
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof”. 


The stone which the builders rejected, the 
same is become the head of the corner. If those 
invited will not come the feast will still be held 
and others will take the place of those who 
scorn the invitation. The enemies of Christ will 
be “ground to powder” when the stone falls upon 
them. God’s plan for a kingdom for His Son 
will not fail. (see Psalm 2) The Lord shall 
“laugh” at the folly of those who try to keep 
Him off the throne. “Yet have I set my king 
upon my holy hill of Zion . . . ask of me, and I 
shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth as thy pos- 
session . 


Before leaving this study I would like to point 
out two very obvious lessons; one personal, the 
other national. 


Let me take the personal one first. God has 
placed you and me in a veritable “garden of 
the Lord”. We have the open Bible, the open 
churches and all the advantages of a Christian 
nation. God expects fruit. To whom much 1s 
viven of him much shall be required. Are we 
prepared to “give an account of our steward- 
ship?” We have a “charge to keep”. 


God has been very kind to “America, the 
Beautiful”. He has kept us through the world 
wars. He has blessed us by giving to our nation 
all the blessings of the Gospel. What sort of 
fruit is He finding? If we can believe half of 
what we see and hear our country is full of the 
very sins which destroyed Israel. While we dc 
not persecute our prophets or preachers, we are 
indifferent and unconcerned. May we wake up 
and turn to God and bring forth fruit wortny 
of repentance, before it is too late! 
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THE WRITINGS 
OF JOHN CALVIN 


CALVIN’S TRACTS. Tracts Re- 
lating to the Reformation. With 
a new Introduction and Historical 
Notes on each Treatise by Dr. 


T. F. Torrance of the University 
of Edinburgh. 


New modern edition of the com- 
plete unabridged translation by 
Henry Beveridge made under the 
auspices of the Calvin Transla- 
tion Society, Edinburgh. Ineludes 
the very important items: Letter 
of Cardinal Sadolet and Calvin’s 
Reply; Necessity of Reforming the 
Church; Confession of Faith in 
the Name of the Churches of 
France; Short Treatises on the 
Lord’s Supper. 


The scholarly Introduction and 
Notes for each treatise by Dr. 
Torrance greatly enhances the 
value of this notable set for the 
serious student of Reformation 
writings. 


The Sets, Three Volumes, $15.00 
CALVIN’S INSTITUTES. The In- 
stitutes of the Christian Religion. 
John Calvin. The unabridged edi- 
tion of the Henry Beveridge trans- 
lation, the latest complete transla- 
tion, is the official edition of the 
Calvin Translation Society. Based 
on the latest corrected work by 
Calvin, compared with the original 
Latin and French works and prev- 
ious English translations, this edi- 
tion represents a conscious effort 
to give a fresh rendering of the 
original and has superseded all 
former editions in Britain. 


The Set, Two Volumes, $7.50 
CALVIN’S LETTERS. Compiled 


from the original manuscripts and 
edited with historical notes by 
Jules Bonnet. Calvin’s correspon- 
dence begins in his youth (May 
1528) and ends near his death 
(May 1564). This rich collection 
includes about 600 letters and em- 
braces all phases of his life. 
Luther, Melanchthon, Knox, Colig- 
ny, Conde, Jeanne d’Albret, Farel, 
Viret, and Beza are but a few of 
the correspondents addressed. 
Publication, 1959. 


The Set, Four Volumes, $20.00 
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FUTURE IS HERE NOW — 
in colleges around the globe 


In colleges in every nation are students who will be the world’s 
leaders tomorrow. The powers of thinking are the most sought-after 
abilities in the modern world. 


But more than intellect is needed. Mind alone is not adequate for 
tomorrow’s opportunities. We need education permeated by Christian 
faith and conviction. 


The Church's program of Christian Higher Education seeks to claim 
for Christ and His purposes the educational leadership of tomorrow. 
In the interest of youth, for the future of this nation, for her own 
sake, the Christian Church must increase both her concern and 
her support. 


FEBRUARY 15, 1959 — Day of Prayer 
for Students Around the World 


>ray for hi ‘ry land that the 1yv discover God's will and 
Pray for youth in every land that they may discover Goc and 


heed His call to service. 


Pray for all those who seek to guide youth toward responsible as well 


as educated leadership. 


Pray for all colleges and universities, remembering especially the 
twenty-seven institutions of higher education which are our Presby- 
terian responsibility and the Westminster Fellowships on more than 


two hundred Southern campuses 


Pray for students from foreign lands studying in America. 
Back your prayers by your interest and suppor 
at. We DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
ceapabey| EEC 
Si. BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 1 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Varities Of Full Time Church Work 


Scripture: Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 
Suggested Hymns: 


“Jesus, Thou Divine Companion” 
“Lord, Speak to Me” 
“Go, Labor On” 

Suggestions to Program Leader: 


(One of the most interesting ways to get 
information before your young people would be 
to invite to your meetings some people who are 
in these various church callings. They could 
be interviewed, or they could tell you about 
their work and then give opportunity for ques- 
tions from the young people. Some of these 
Christian workers, in addition to ministers, are 
to be found in almost every community. 


If it is not possible to have these guest leaders, 
the young people can give the sketches printed 
below, adding additional information wherever 
they have it.) 


Program Leader's Introduction: 


There are many people who think that about 
the only way to be a full time servant of Christ in 
His church is to be a minister. Even to those 
of us who realize that there are several other 
church callings beside the ordained ministry, it 
is surprising to see how many full time church 
vocations there are. In this program we will be 
taking a brief look at some of the many Chris- 
tian callings, noting their requirements and 
their duties. 


MINISTER 


Most of us are familiar with the duties of 
the minister who serves as pastor of a local 
church, so we shall not elaborate on that. Before 
a minister may be ordained in our church, he 
must have completed a four year college course 
and a three year ministry course. 


DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


The Director of Christian Education is often 
referred to as a D.C.E. This job may be filled 
by either men or women. The job usually in- 
volves direction of the total educational program 
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in a local church, but sometimes it includes 
oversight of a presbytery or an area. The D.C.E. 
serves most effectively in training teachers and 
leaders and in advising with the leaders of var- 
ious organizations and groups. One of the 
greatest services to be rendered is overall plan- 
ning so that the total educational program of 
the church has purpose and unity. A D.C.E. 
should have a basic four year college course 
plus a Masters degree in Religious Education. 
It takes from one to three years to earn an 
M.R.E., depending on the school which is chosen 
for graduate work. 


CHURCH SECRETARY 


More and more churches are finding it al- 
most essential to employ church secretaries to 
handle correspondence, to keep the church roll, 
to inform the membership of meetings and ac- 
tivities, to answer the phone, and, often, to take 
care of some of the financial records. In smaller 
churches, the secretary often does some of the 
work of the D.C.E., if her training so qualifies 
her. Any good secretarial course should qualify 
a person to be a church secretary. Additional 
courses in Bible and Christian education will 
increase her usefulness. 


CHURCH VISITOR 


Many of the larger churches employ a person, 
usually a lady, to visit the congregation, espe- 
cially elderly people, the sick, and new residents 
of the community. She is able in this way to 
keep many of the people in touch with the 
church who would not be otherwise. She can 
also relay helpful information to the minister. 
The main qualification here is a love of people. 
Graciousness and tactfulness would also play an 
important part, but there would be no definite 
educational requirements for this calling. 


CHURCH MUSICIAN 


Both organists and choir directors are includ- 
ed here. In a great many churches both services 
of the church, directing the choirs, and some- 
times calls for individual voice instruction. A 
degree in sacred music from a good college, 
choir college, or conservatory is usually required 
for this work, although a skilled, experienced 
person who has studied privately may often 
serve very acceptably. 











BIBLE TEACHER 


Bible teachers are much in demand. They may 
be either men or women. They may teach in 
public or private schools. They may teach in 
high schools, colleges, or seminaries. To do this 
work one should have a college degree with a 
major in Bible and the required courses in 
methods of education. The more advanced the 
position of teaching, the more demanding would 
be the educational requirements. 


CAMPUS MINISTER 


In these days of increased college enrollments 
more and more ministers are needed for the 
specialized service of campus pastor. This min- 
ister will not be pastor of a church, but will be 

kind of minister-at-large to the college com- 
munity, both students and faculty. He is re- 
sponsible for planning, or helping the people 
to plan, for Christian fellowship, study, and 
worship experiences. The training is no dif- 
ferent than that required for all ministers (col- 
lege and seminary) but those who enter this 
work have found it helpful to take courses with 
a special slant toward campus life and problems. 


TEACHERS IN CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOLS 


The private church school is becoming in- 
creasingly popular. Quite a number of our 
large churches conduct kindergartens and several 
grades of school as a part of their ministry to 
their community. There is an opportunity here 
to tie all of the instruction in with Christian 
truth. These schools need qualified teachers. 
The requirements for teaching in these schools 
are the same as for public school teachers. Any 
person who plans to enter this work should 
have a degree from a teachers’ college or from a 
college which has a recognized department of 
teacher training. 


TEACHERS IN CHRISTIAN COLLEGES 


This is also a time olf expansion for the Chris- 
tian college, and one of the greatest barriers to 
the expansion is the lack of qualified teachers. 
Here again is the opportunity not only to im- 
part college education in a Christian atmos- 
phere, but to see that it is positively related to 
Christian truth. A Christian college professor 
should be thoroughly committed to Christ, and 
should be a superior student with advanced 
degrees from recognized institutions. 


CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 


Local churches as well as denominational 
boards and agencies are making use of adminis- 
trators, people who are trained in business and 
management. With respect to denominational 
work, there is sometimes need for special train- 
ing as well as business experience and training. 
It is easy to see how those who are responsible 
for radio-television and architecture would need 
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special qualifications. In general, the require- 
ments for this work would involve a_ business 
education and/or successful experience in busi- 
ness management. 
EDITOR-AUTHOR 

It is likely that a few of us realize how much 
literature is used in the work of the church. 
There are books, quarterlies, pamphlets, pro- 
grams, and magazines. All of this material must 
be written and published, and there must 
naturally be people who write and publish. 
Those who write should have a thorough _ 
ground of Christian knowledge and a skill i 
writing. Courses in journalism are helpful, ‘ee 
most of the skill comes through practice. 
MISSIONARIES 


There is need on both the home and the for- 
eign mission field for practically every type of 
service we have discussed. Missionaries are not 
different in kind from the rest of God’s servants, 
they just serve in different locations and unde 
different circumstances. Foreign missionaries 
must be above the average physically. They are 
not ordinarily appointed after thirty years of 
age. They must be able to handle foreign lan- 
guage with ease. Otherwise, the requirements 
are the same as for the same vocations in the 
homeland. 


Program Leader: 

We have been discussing the educational and 
personal requirements of the various church 
vocations. These are important, but all of these 

callings have in common some very basic qualifi- 

cations. First of all there must be the sure knowl- 
edge of salvation and a deep love for Christ and 
complete dedication to Him. All the ability and 
all the education in the world cannot substitute 
for commitment to Christ. 


\nother basic requirement for a church voca 
tion is a “call”. The word “vocation” means 
“calling’. In this case, the call should be from 
the Lord. There must be a call from God what- 
ever the type of church work may be. A call 
from God is hard to define, because calls have 
come to many people in many different ways. 
We might say that no two people are called in 
exactly the same way. For some it is a ver\ 
clear and definite experience. For others it is a 
growing persuasion. In any case it must result 
in the the conviction that, for you, this is the 
particular thing the Lord wants you to do with 
your life as you live for Him. Wherever there is 
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this conviction in the life of a 
person and he vields to it, there 
will be personal peace and satis- 
faction. When you know what 
the Lord would have you do 
with vour life, then say as Isaiah 
did, “Here am I, send me”. 


(It would be appropriate to 
sing “Have Thine Own Way, 
Lord.” as a closing prayer.) 








Keil & Delitzsch 


Commentaries on the Old 


Testament 


Conservative, evangelical, reli- 
able references for students, pas- 
tors and advanced scholars. Avail- 
able in book sets and single vol- 
umes only as listed. 


The Pentateuch (Keil & Delitzsch) 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth (Keil & 
Delitzsch) 


3 vols. aie .....10.50 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth (Keil & 

Delitzsch ) onda 
I & II Samuel (Keil) .....3-50 
I & Il Kings (Keil) Mapa 


I & If Chronicles (Keil) ...... 3.50 


Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther — 
(Keil) a aaa 3.50 


Job (Delitzsch) 2 vols. 10.50 


Psalms (Delitzsch — 
3 vols. ...10.50 


Proverbs (Delitzsch) ..2 vols. 7.00 


Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon 


(Delitzsch) «+2. O 
Isaiah (Delitzsch) 2 vols. 7.00 
Jeremiah (Keil) 2 vols. 7.00 
Ezekiel (Keil) 2 vols. 7.00 
Daniel (Keil) 3.50 


Minor Prophets (Keil) 2 vols. 7.00 
The Set, 25 Volumes, $82.50 
SUPPLEMENTARY VOLUMES 


Introduction to the Old Testament 
(Keil) 2 vols 7.00 


The Epistle to the Hebrews 
(Delitzsch) 2 vols. 7.00 
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STANDARD’S 
ALL NEW 
1959 

COURSE 


FOLLOWING 
JESUS 


SINGLE THEME 
GRADED FOR 5 AGES 
FULL COLOR 
REDI-CUT 

LOW COST 

EASY TO TEACH 
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PLAN NOW for Vacation Bible School to help prepare children for happier 
lives, and for eternity! Inspire them to follow Jesus; study with them this 
true-to-the-Bible vacation Bible-school course. “Jesus the Leader” is the 
title of the first day’s lesson and the heart of the entire course. From many 
biblical lives a modern parallel is drawn to teach your boys and girls that 
followers of Jesus are obedient, willing, faithful, helpful, brave, dependable 


and kind. Five grades, Nursery through Teenage. 


BEGIN PLANNING NOW 
FREE PLANBOOK is replete with plans for conducting 
inspirational VBS; full description of complete course, 
including brand-new Redi-Cut pupils’ books (Nursery, 
Beginner, Primary) which delight youngsters, 
teachers’ cutting time for teaching precious truths. 
FULL COLOR FILMSTRIP WITH SOUND, “Timmy the 
Church Mouse.”’ New for 1959. Wonderful for staff 
meetings, aids teaching with Standard materials. Costs 
only $5; or your bookstore will rent for but $2. 
INTRODUCTORY KIT NO. 9359 presenting the com- 
plete, colorful, practical program: 5 teachers’ manuals; 
5 pupils’ workbooks, one each for Nursery, Beginner, 
Primary, Junior, Teenage; director’s manual, VBS Plan- 


free 





book, songbook and samples of certificates and publicity 


aids. Only $3.75. 


Please send me 


[] FREE 1959 VBS Planbook 


[] Filmstrip in color, with sound; $5. 
NAME. 
ADDRESS 


CITY - 
AT YOUR BOOKSTORE, or 


[] 1959 VBS Introductory Kit No. 9359 described 
above. Actual $4.50 value, only $3.75. 


Amount enclosed 


TB i cinceneces. Spee ecictniaintiiniiesn ‘ 





STANDARD PUBLISHING, CINCINNATI 31, OHIO 
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OR AUSTRALIA 


Wy Gralavee AND TEAM 


HY WE SHOULD PRAY FOR AUSTRALIA::--BILLY GRAHAM AND TEAM 


Dr. CHARLES L. KING, Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church, 


Houston, Texas 


Why should we pray for Billy Graham as he goes 
to Australia? The answer is, “For the same reason 
that we have prayed for him as he went to the 
various cities in the United States.’”’ That is, the 
eople need the gospel that Billy Graham preaches. 
hrough our prayers God will be able to bring 
multitudes in Australia to know Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. Others who are already Christians will 
be brought to dedicate themselves anew. 


Dr. JAMES O. JONES, President 
Union Theological Seminary 


Richmond, Va. 


Prayer offers to Christians the greatest comrade- 
ship in the world. It makes us colleagues with one 
another, and chief of all with Christ. As the Billy 
Graham Crusade is planned for Australia, Chris- 
tians in that country and this one can find no 
better enterprise than beseeching the leadership 
of God’s Spirit and the exaltation of His Gospel 
in Australia and the United States and throughout 
the world. Thus by supplication we are offered the 
privilege of being partners with all those here and 
overseas seeking to promote the claim of Christ 
upon the hearts of men. 


Dr. ROBERT J. LAMONT, Minister 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


YOUR PRAYERS COUNT. God has always raised 
up men in every generation to serve His Sovereign 
purpose. Surely Billy Graham’s ministry has been 
owned of God’s Holy Spirit in the salvation of 
souls, the reviving of morality and the undergirding 
of human freedom. “The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much.” This is an hour 
for burning hearts and believing minds. 


Dr. C. RALSTON SMITH, Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


The Crusade for Australia should be in our prayers 
because we know what infinite good can come 
when God blesses such an effort. The two years 
since the crusade in our city have served to under- 
line the transformation wrought in many lives by 
the working of the Holy Spirit. This experience 
is possible of repetition, and all who know the joy 
of commitment would wish it so. May what hap- 
pened here, happen there in even greater form so 
shall we pray! 


AUSTRALIAN CRUSADE BEGINS FEBRUARY 15th 


Feb. 15-Mar. |S—-MELBOURNE e Mar 29-Apr. 8—NEW ZEALAND e Apr. 12-May 17—-SYDNEY e May 18-June 7—TOUR OF AUSTRALIA 
n ; . " 3 Wr ' 
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March Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders 
on I Peter 


By the Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 


Il. MEMBERSHIP IN GOD’S FAMILY. 
1:35-2:10. 

Last month we studied the inheritance that 
belongs to the children of God as they look for- 
ward to the hope of their full salvation (1:3-12). 
This month our study is again in the larger 
section of the epistle relating to the family of 
God. It deals with that holiness to which we as 
obedient children have been called. 


B. Holiness. 1:13-21 (Study in your Bible). 


Membership in God’s family involves a great 
deal more of us than a mere profession of Chris- 
tianity. We are sadly misled if we view Chris- 
tianity as simply a matter of doctrine and theory, 
without a corresponding spiritual way of life. 
Peter has just informed Christians of their won- 
derful inheritance which they may look for- 
ward to and confidently hope to enjoy. Now, 
with a “wherefore” he introduces some practical 
considerations. It is as though he were saying, 
“] have written to you about the precious hope 
and incorruptible inheritance of the members 
of God’s family; in view of these things, you 
must show by your lives that you are ready to 
participate in them.” A true child of God is 
one in whom salvation is not only a profession 
but a possession which influences and controls 
both his personality and activities and shows 
itself in holiness. 


1. God’s Children are Called to be Holy. 


Becoming a Christian or a child of God in- 
velves deliverance from evil and devotion to 
righteousness. By virtue of their salvation, Chris- 
tians are separated from the ways of a sinful and 
perishing world. They are united to a pure 
and hely Saviour. They have a high and holy 
calling. Their aim, then, should be to develop 
along the lines that are consistent with the call- 
ing. “He which hath called you is holy, so be ye 
hely in all manner of conversation; because it 
is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (vv. 15,16). 
Furthermore, “since God has discovered himself 
as a Father to us, we must be convicted of the 
basest ingratitude, unless we, on our part, mani- 
fest ourselves to be His children” (Calvin. Jn- 
stitutes, III. vi. 3). Cf. I Thess. 4:7 and II Tim. 
1:9. 
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God's children are only those who show at 
least the beginning or seeds of holiness. It is 
by our lives that we declare to whose family we 
beleng. We are not really God’s children unless 
we manifest a likeness to Him and live by His 
requirements. The Puritan William Gurnall 
said, “Say not that thou hast royal blood in thy 
veins, and art born of God, except thou canst 
prove thy pedigree by daring to be holy.” 


The word “holiness” means so little to modern 
Christians. This is largely because the things of 
personal and experimental religion have been 
neglected and partly because all of our religious 
conceptions have become so obscure and _in- 
definite. Some think of holiness as a sort of 
vague and indeterminate aura somehow em- 
anating from the persons of hyper-pious saints o1 
pseudo-pious hyprocrites. Our fear to be known 
as one or the other accounts partly for our ne- 
glect of the subject and our indifference in seek- 
ing to cultivate true holiness. A simple word 
from God ought to be sufficient to alarm and 
concern us: “Follow .. . holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). 


a. Holiness. Holiness in the Bible has ref- 
erence to that which has been “set apart” or “sep- 
arated.”” As vessels in the Old Testament taber- 
nacle were set apart for a sacred use, and as 
the Israelites had been separated from other na 
ticns to become a holy people, so holiness for 
a Christian involves his separation from the 
world and his consecration to God. 


The meaning of holiness necessarily includes 
two ideas. The first is disassociation with, and 
difference from, that which is natural or world- 
ly or sinful. And the second is likeness to, and 
conformity with, the righteousness and goodness 
of God. 


The holiness which God requires of His chil- 
dren is not merely such a separation from the 
world as a change in relation or as distance from 
that which is sinful; it is mainly a change in con- 
diticn involving a moral and spiritual quality. 
Christians are to reflect the holiness of God, 
and God is holy, not simply because He is apart 
from and discontinuous with a sinful world. 
The holiness of God is a moral quality — it 
is the perfection and fulness of His attributes, 
such as goodness, love, righteousness, justice, and 
mercy. The greatest single work on the at- 
tributes of God sees His holiness as “the recti- 
tude or integrity of the divine nature, or that 
conformity to it in affection and action to the 
divine will, whereby He works with a becoming: 
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ness to His own excellency, and whereby He 
hath a delight and complacency in everything 
agreeable to His will, and an abhorrence of 
everything contrary thereunto” (Stephen Char- 
nock, Existence and Attributes of God, p. 452). 


F. B. Meyer defines God’s holiness as “the 
totality of the Divine attributes; the sum of the 
Eternal and infinite Being of the Godhead: the 
essence of Deity; the chord made by the har- 
monious blending of Divine qualities; the beam 
woven from the many colours of Divine per- 
fections; the expression in a single term of all 
that goes to make up the moral nature of the 
great spirit whom we call GOD” (Tried By 
Fire, pp. 46, 47). 


That holiness to which we have been called 
is, simply, conformity of our nature to God. 
“Holiness does not consist in mystic speculations, 
enthusiastic fervors, or uncommanded austeri- 
ties; it consists in thinking as God thinks, and 
willing as God wills” (Brown, Discourses, 
p. 117). Our entire personalities are to be sub- 
ject to God’s will; and, as Peter says in v. 15, 
this conformity to God’s will must be “in manner 
of conversation” (A.S.V., “in all manner of 
living’). “Conversation” is the older English, 
of King James’ way of saying “behavior.” 


Our call is to be holy, to be like God. All 
ireas of our life are to be conformed to God's 
will. The call is addressed not to apostles and 
saints or martyrs alone; it is to us all. “The 
sum of the Christian’s duty is to be holy, that 
is, to be conformed to God, — to have the same 
views, and judgments, and sentiments with Him, 

to approve what He approves, — to disap- 
prove what He disapproves” (ibid., p. 142). 


b. Obedience. If to be holy is to be conformed 
to God’s will in all things, then every means 
that furthers this end tends to promote holi- 
ness—whether it be communion with God, fol- 
lowing after Christ, or yielding to the Holy 
Spirit. But there is one outstanding method by 
which we should respond in holiness to God our 
Father. This is obedience. As members of God's 
family we are to conduct ourselves “as obedient 
children.” (v. 14). 


God's own nature to which we seek conform- 
ity is revealed in His Word, and especially in 
those passages where we find the expressions of 
His will in the commands and the injunctions. 
\ major reason why holiness has become a for- 
eign idea to us is that we have neglected the 
len Commandments and the Sermon on the 
Mount. Perhaps our neglect can be traced to 

compulsion against salvation by works, but 
we have gone too far. Our Reformed teachers 
inderstand the law to be an expression of God's 
nature and of His will for us. The law is not 

way of salvation, but it cannot be neglected 


ii we are to grow in holiness. Holiness is based 
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upon what God finds desirable in His people; 
and this is set forth only in His Word and com- 
mandments. 


God has not left us ignorant of His will. 
“The whole counsel of God, concerning all 
things necessary for His own glory, man’s sal- 
vation, faith, and life, is either expressly set 
down in Scripture, or by good and necessary 
consequence may be deduced from Scripture: 
unto which nothing at any time is to be added, 
whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or 
traditions of men” (Westminster Confession, 
I. vi). We should realize that obedience is a 
large part of holiness, if not the main part. 
Obedience is, at least, the positive side of holi- 
ness. We agree with Calvin who wrote that the 
goal of the Christian life is that God’s children 
should exhibit by obedience a harmony and 
agreement between their lives and the right- 
eousness of God, thereby confirming their adop- 
tion as His children (/nstitutes, Hl. vi. 1). 


c. Non-conformity. There is a negative side 
to holiness. As long as sin exists there is that 
in the world which in principle and deed is 
opposed to God. Being conformed to God's 
will and nature, we are to be unconformed to 
the world. The Christian must remember that 
Peter’s counsel includes “not fashioning your- 
selves according to the former lusts in your ig- 
norance” (v. 14). Holiness is not the usual 
pattern. Before an individual becomes a child 
of God, he is ruled only by his own sinful de- 
sires and lusts. This rule is broken in the Chris- 
tian and another principle rules—the will of 
God. Another pattern is set up—that of holi- 
ness—and the individual seeks to please God in 
all things. 


Neither is there any concurrence between 
holiness and conventionality or that way of life 
we inherit from the human race. What is true 
of the individual non-Christian is true of the 
non-Christian world. There is a deep-seated 
opposition between the spiritual nature and the 
sinful nature of man and the world. Our con- 
formity is fashioned after God, not after any 
“vain conversation (futile way of life) received 
by tradition from your fathers” (v. 18). To be- 
come a child of God—to be holy—is to be re- 
moved from, to be non-conformed to, a sinful 
and a perishing race. Obedience to God is the 
positive aspect of holiness; non-conformity to 
sin, the negative. 


2.God’s Children are Expected to Devote 
Themselves to Thetr High Calling. 


If we would be “holy in all manner of con- 
versation,” there are several suggestions from 
Peter we should be prepared to follow. We 
should devote ourselves more earnestly to holi- 
ness— 
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a. By determined purpose. “Gird up the loins 
of your mind” (v. 13). The reference to gird- 
ing the loins is to the ancient and oriental cus- 
tom of drawing up the ends of the long robes 
when they got in the way and impeded activity 
or freedom of movement. The loose, flowing 
garments usually worn on other occasions would 
be very inconvenient if there is a task to be 
completed or a race to be run. In these situa- 
tions the loose ends of the robes would be 
drawn up and fastened to the waist. 


But Peter is speaking of girding up the mind. 
It is mental exertion that he is writing about. 
It seems that all those things that would impede 
our spiritual progress should be brushed aside. 
The anxieties, pleasures, and love of the world 
should not be allowed to hinder our growth in 
holiness. It may take a resolute concentration 
to discard such things as jealousy and hate and 
impurity, but such things as these must go. 
“Our souls are clad with the flowing garments 
of various tastes, appetites, affections, and pro- 
pensities, which hang loosly around us, constant- 
ly catching in the things of the world, and hin- 
dering us in the Christian race. We must not let 
them stream as they will—or we do so at our 
peril. Absalom rued the day when his luxuriant 
tresses tloated behind him in the breeze. We 
must ‘gird up’ the habits of our souls, and trim 
ourselves, so as to pass as quickly and easily as 
possible through the thorny jungle of the world” 
(Meyer, op. cit., pp. 48, 49). 


b. By spiritual sobriety. “Be sober” (v. 13). 
By his call to sobriety, Peter would have his 
readers practice moderation and remain free 
from intoxication. He means more than avoi- 
dance of drunkeness. To be moderate or temper- 
ate in Scripture has reference to more than 
just food or drink. Peter “commends not temper- 
ance only in eating and drinking, but rather 
spiritual sobriety, when all our thoughts and 
affections are so kept as not to be inebriated 
with the allurements of this world” (Calvin) . 


The Christian is expected to remain in full 
control of himself, not being drawn away from 
God by the use of any object in this world, 
otherwise good or bad. To be sober is to be 
balanced, to be serious, to be watchful and 
alert in thought and activities, not to be carried 
away with any excesses. One who loves the 
world supremely cannot be an obedient child of 
God. Being at home in this world, or immod- 
erately attached to it, is inconsistent with our 
position as “strangers” or “sojourners” (1:1). 
“The truly sober man . . . moves freely through 
the world, strewn with beautiful and innocent 
things: using them without abuse, rejoicing in 
every good thing which the Lord God gives; 
but never allowing any of them to usurp too 
great an influence on his affections, or to tyran- 
nize over his will” (Meyer, op. cit., p. 49). 
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c. By mature hope. Peter counsels: “Hope 
to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” 
(v. 18). The A. S. V. more correctly translates 
this advice as “set your hope perfectly on the 
grace...” A perfect hope in the promised 
inheritance of God’s children is useful in center- 
ing attention upon our calling to holiness and 
obedience. A man’s hope in God’s promises and 
his obedience to God bear a direct proportion 
to one another. Hope provides a steadying in- 
fluence. Without a full, mature confidence in 
God’s promises we shall hinder our own per- 
severance. 

“Till a man has, through the faith of the 
gospel, obtained the hope of eternal life, he will 
never take a step in that path of filial obedience 
which is the only road to heaven; and the more 
he has of a well-founded hope of eternal life, 
the more rapidly will he run along that road,— 
the more easily will he master the difficulties 
and surmount the obstacles which threaten to 
prevent his progress” (Brown, op. cit., p. 130). 

d. By godly fear. “Pass the time of your so- 
journing here in fear” (v. 17). We have largely 
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or a proper response to the holiness of God. It 
is difficult for us to understand the godly fear 
of our spiritual ancestors or of godly men in 
Scripture. “By the fear of the Lord men depart 
from evil” (Prov. 16:6). “Happy is the man 
that feareth alway” (Prov. 28:14). Isaiah wrote: 
“Sanctify the Lord in your heart, and let Him 
be your fear and vour dread, and He shall be 
fer a sanctuary” (8:13). Even our Lord said: 
“Fear him who... can cast both soul and body 
into hell fire’ (Matt. 10:28). 

\ non-Christian cannot fear too much the 
consequences of his sins; but we ought not to 
dismiss fear as an emotion unworthy of a Chris- 
tian. There is such a thing as being too secure 
and too unmindful of our real situation. We 
are too prone to think of God, as C. S. Lewis 
puts it, as a heavenly grandfather who likes to 
to see people enjoying themselves, that a good 
time may be had by all (Problem of Pain, p. 28). 


\ conception of the holiness and justice of 
God does create a kind of fear. For the Chris- 
tian that is not a cowardly fear of the punish- 
ment of sin; it is the fear of grieving our Father 
by disobedience. It is a fear that we may lose 
some blessing of the close communion of a holy 
walk with God. “That godly fear which is 
proper to believers, arises from a just view, 
reverence, and esteem of the character of God, 
and a supreme desire of His favour, as their 
chief happiness; and is a fear lest they offend 
Him, and incur His displeasure. Such a fear 
outweighs all the allurements of sin on the one 
hand, and all the terrors of present sufferings 
on the other” (Brown, op. cit., pp. 134, 135). 


_ Let godly fear swallow up lower fears. Let 
it give us courage to dare anything but offend 
God, regardless of the fears or the threats — 
ind possibilities of opposition and trouble— 
from men. 


3. God's Children are Encouraged to Follow 
lheir Holy Calling by Several Considerations. 

1. The Christian inheritance. The obtaining 
of the promised inheritance is a powerful en- 
couragement towards holiness. All of Peter’s 
discussion in this month’s passage is based upon 
the ideas expressed in last month’s text. He 
relers back to the wonderful, anticipated in- 
heritance by His first word in verse 13, “where- 
tore.” His thought seems to be that the attain- 


rejected fear as a means of Christian obedience 


ment of eternal salvation and joy is well worth 
every holy exertion of which we are capable 
(cf. I Cor. 15:58). 


b. The holiness of God. The second motive 
that urges us to holiness is God’s own character: 
“Be ve holy; for I am holy” (v. 16; cf. Lev. 
11:44). To be conformed to God’s likeness, 
mind, and will, we have indicated is the highest 
and clearest conception we can have of holiness. 
This is the calling that constitutes our only true 
happiness. An Anglican bishop who thought 
much of holiness said that it was the habit of 
being of one mind with God—“of agreeing in 
God’s judgment — hating what He hates — 
loving what He loves and measuring every- 
thing in this world by the standard of His 
Word” (Ryle, Holiness, p. 35). Another godly 
man in the same denomination said: “He who 
hath called you is holy; and therefore, when He 
called you, it must have been that ye should 
be holy” (Archbishop Leighton) . 


c. The justice of God. “The Father . . . with- 
out respect of persons judgeth according to every 
man’s work” (v. 17). God's strict equity is a 
motive toward holiness. He is absolutely im- 
partial. His judgment is based upon fixed prin- 
ciples, not on wealth, position, background, or 
anything that could sway the opinion of human 
judges. It is, therefore, highly important that 
our profession of Christianity be truly supported 
and reinforced by real holiness. 

d. God’s redemptive provision. The highest 
and best motive for our holiness of life is the 
remembrance of the precious provision of God 
for our redemption. “Forasmuch as ye know that 
ve were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold . . . but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot: who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you. Who by 
Him do believe in God, that raised Him from 
the dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith 
and hope might be in God” (vv. 18-21). 

Peter urges our redemption as an incentive 
to holiness. What a precious encouragement 
this is! The people of God under the Old Cov- 
enant had been redeemed by God out of the 
bondage of Egyptian slavery. The Redeemer 
then set up His own standard of holiness for 
them (Ex. 20). 
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Christians, too, have been redeemed by God. 
Their redemption is from the slavery of sin 
and “the vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers.” The cost of this redemption 
is greater far than the miserable gold and silver 
that could free the slave. Our salvation is in- 
corruptible. Money could not purchase it. The 
redemption price is nothing less than the sacri- 
ficial death of God’s Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. The ransom is paid in his blood. Christ 
“gave Himself for us,” Paul said, “that He might 
redeem us from all inquity, and purify unto 
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works” (Tit. 2:14). 


We cannot forget the tremendous cost of our 
redemption or the purpose of Christ’s death. 
Do not let His death for the purifying of His 
people be in vain as far as you are concerned. 
How can we any longer dwell in sin? Our holi- 
ness of conversation is the answer to the purpose 
for which the shed blood of Christ was intended. 
If He redeemed us, then we do not belong unto 
ourselves. We have been ransomed, and our 
being belongs to our faithful Saviour. He has 
redeemed us for His very own. Let us then live 
in the manner that is worthy of our holy call- 
ing! 


Do I dislike the term “holiness”? Why? Am I 
holy? How does the fact of my salvation require 
me to cultivate a holy life? Is it possible to 
speak of non-Christians as attaining a degree of 
holiness? of God with that of a Christian. What 
makes one Christian holier than another? What 
is the standard of holiness? How does my citizen- 
ship in the world affect or hinder my growth in 
holiness? Do “obedience” and “conformity” ex- 
haust the meaning of holiness? In what sense 
do I fear God? What practical difference does 
the blood of Jesus Christ make in my life? What 
would you say to someone who is afraid of holi- 
ness because he may begin to be thought of “as 
holier than thou”? 





For further study on the subject of holiness, 
we highly recommend the following writings, 
all of which (with the exception of the first) may 
be obtained through the Book Department of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal: 


Geo. Junkin. On Sanctification. Presb. Board, 
1864. Out of print. 


John Calvin. Golden Booklet of the True 


Christian Life. Baker, 1952. $1.25. Practical and 
devotional. 


Geo. Gritter. The Quest for Holiness. Eerd- 
man’s 1955. $1.50. Simple and brief. 


Walter Marshall. The Gospel Mystery of 
Sanctification. Zondervan, 1954. $3.95. Reprint 
of a classic from which many spiritual giants 
have received help. 
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Arthur Pink. The Doctrine of Sanctification. 
Baker, 1955. $3.00. 


J. C. Ryle. Holiness. Kregel’s, 1954. $3.95. 
Reprint of a classic. 


R. B. Warfield. Perfectionism. Baker, 1958. 
$4.95. Critique of some recent and contempo- 
rary misconceptions of holiness. 





Revelation: Where Duty Calls! 


By George S. Lauderdale 


God says, “Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, (the Rev- 
elation) and keep the things which are written 
therein.” Are there commands to keep in Rev- 
elation? Although they are not written in a list 
like the ten commandments given Moses at 
Sinai, there are many directions in this final 
book of the Bible. 


See chapter 1 verse 5: “Unto Him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood . . .” This is God’s injunction to the 
wicked to find forgiveness through Christ’s shed 
blood, and to the righteous to sing the Lamb’s 
praise. Then, too, since God so loved us we are 
told to love Him and one another. 


Shine and Serve! 


In the first vision of Revelation, John saw 
Jesus Christ in glory, (a call itself to bring no 
shame to His holy character by sin and to look 
for His second coming in power,) and the Lord 
was near seven golden candlesticks. Since the 
candlesticks represent the Christian church, be- 
lievers are commanded to let their light shine 
before men that they might see their good works 
and glorify the Father in heaven. 


The charge repeated most is WORK! To 
each of the seven churches Christ said, “I know 
thy works.” We are to be patient, to labor for 
His Name’s sake, to overcome! In these days 
between the first and second advents of the 
Lord, believers are to do His deeds that the 
world may know that He is the true Saviour. 


Let Us Labor for the Master 


The zeal of God’s house impelled Christ to 
do many good things. As the Holy Spirit now 
lives in believers they are moved to construct 
hospitals, distribute tracts, operate schools, 
preach to multitudes. The lazy man who pro- 
fesses faith in Jesus Christ is warned: “Because 
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will spew thee out of my mouth.” 


Since there is no position on the missionary 
force of the Son of God for the indolent, Rev- 
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elation must be followed by Christian youth. 
May God use this book to kindle activity in the 
church which will spread the gospel to all man- 
kind! John the Baptist, a burning and shining 
light, is an example to Christians to go to work 
for the Saviour that men might be READY for 
His coming again. 


‘Patient in Tribulation’ 

Another often-set-forth command is, SUFFER. 
Do you remember that the Old Testament mar- 
tvrs were hounded and killed, after inhuman 
torture, because they would not accept deliv- 
erance? Hebrews 11:35. They desired a better 
resurrection, and according to Revelation 20:6, 
those who die for the witness of Jesus are blessed 
and holy, having part in the first resurrection. 
They shall be priests of God and of Christ and 
reign with Him a thousand years. 


Meekness is required to endure affliction, and 
to the meek God will give the earth as an in- 
heritance. Men who love themselves do not suf- 
fer for Jesus’ sake; the Bible says that they will 


lose their lives. Jesus says He knows our works 
and also our tribulation. Revelation 2:9. 


With Eyes Wide Open 


When Christ told the disciples about the signs 
of His coming again to judge the world, He 
urged them to keep alert. “Take heed . . . Take 
heed to yourselves . . . Take ye heed . . .Take 
ye heed, watch and pray . . . Watch ye therefore 
. . . And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
watch.” Mark 13:5-37. In Revelation 3:3 our 
Redeemer repeats this command, and also tells 
us to anoint our eyes with eyesalve that we may 
see. Since the Word of God gives sight to the 
blind according to Psalm 19, He thus commands 
us to study the Bible. 


If you would be more effective as a witness 
for Jesus Christ, obey the commands of Revela- 
tion, such as trust in Christ and sing His praise, 
labor in His name with patience, suffer, watch, 
and search the Scriptures. God will bless you in 
special ways for keeping the charges in the 
Apocalypse. 
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Board of World Missions “Deplores” 
World Order Study Conference 


Nashville, Tenn.—(PN)—The Board of World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., went 
on record “deploring” the statement of the Fifth 
World Order Study Conference held in Cleveland 
in November, which recommended the _ inclusion 
of Red China in the United Nations and its recog- 
nition by the United States. 


The statement approved by the 21-member Board 
was made in answer to a request for comment, 
from the Rev. W. C. Merwin, Executive Secretary 
of the Far Eastern Office, Division of Foreign 
Missions, National Council of Churches. Dr. Mer- 
win transmitted to the Presbyterian Board a copy 
of the message of the Fifth World Order Study 
Conference, which was held under the auspices 
of the National Council of Churches, but did not 
speak for the Council. He asked that the Board 
comment on the message and on other items from 
the Study Conferences concerning the world mis- 
sion enterprise. 


No other portion of the Study Conference ma- 
terial was commented upon by the Presbyterian 
Board other than that which called for “the in- 
clusion of the People’s Republic of China in the 
United Nations and for its recognition by our 
government.” This the Presbyterians unanimously 
went on record “deploring.” 


The Mission Board also took note of expressions 
received from Far Eastern mission fields of the 
Church, which protested the statement made by 
the Study Conference. The Presbyterian Church 
maintains missions in Taiwan, Japan, and Korea. 
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The Korean National Christian Council (60% of 
Korean Christians are Presbyterians) has issued a 
formal protest against the Study Conference pro- 
posal, and the Ad Interim Committee of the Tai- 
wanese Mission of the Church has also protested 
the statement by the conference. 


Also during the January meeting of the Board, 
appointment was given to eight for missionary 
service on three continents. The Rev. and Mrs. 
Henry McKennie (Ken) Goodpasture of Nashville 
were named to Portgual, where Mr. Goodpasture 
will teach in the Presbyterian Seminary. They are 
scheduled to go to Portugal in the fall of the year. 
Mr. Goodpasture has just completed two years’ 
study in Scotland and is now in Nashville com- 
pleting his doctrinal dissertation. He is a graduate 
of Union Seminary, Richmond, and formerly an 
assistant to the president of that Seminary. Named 
missionaries to Korea for a three year term are 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. McBryde. They will serve 
in the capacity of hospital administrative mission- 
aries and will also go to the field in the fall. 


A third couple, the Rev. and Mrs. Edward F. 
Torsch, were named evangelistic-educational-med- 
ical missionaries to Latin America, with the field 
to be determined at a later date. Mr. Torsch is 
chaplain and teacher at Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege, Maxton, N. C., and a graduate of Princeton 
Seminary. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Charles H. Cobb, Jr., of 
Longview, Tex., were named evangelistic mission- 


aries to West Brazil Mission. Mr. Cobb is 


graduate of Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond and is pastor of Alpha Presbyterian Church 
in Longview. His wife is an Austin College and 


ATS graduate. 
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A third action of special significance taken by 
the Board was to approve increases amounting to 
ten percent in 1959 work budgets of mission fields 
in which the Presbyterian Church, U.S., is working, 
and to vote salary increases for all missionaries. 
This action came after the Board was informed 
that contributions received during 1958 reached 
the all-time high of $3,754,000 from living donors, 
a ten percent increase over contributions to World 
Missions in 1957. 


Salary increases voted to all the 510 missionaries 
will be $15 per month for all single missionaries 
and $25 per month for all missionary couples. 


Increases in work budgets did not equal the 
amounts requested for urgently needed projects 
in the eleven separate mission fields in nine 
counties, except in instances where work expan- 
sion is sharply limited by lack of missionaries. 
Nor did additional amounts approved for “special 
asking” budgets come up to the totals which the 
individual missions saw as needed. The “work 
budget,” taking care of salaries and normal operat- 
ing expenses, is that part of the total missions 
budget which the Board undertakes to guarantee 
to each field for the coming year. The “special 
askings” are those projects and capital expendi- 
tures which the Board approves, providing the 
money is available from the Church. 


Record receipts by the Board of World Missions, 
which made the salary and work budget increases 
possible, were announced to the Board by Mr. 
Curry B. Hearn, Board treasurer. The gifts from 
living donors were supplemented by receipts from 
investments of trusts and bequests given to the 
Board through past years. These provided an ad- 
ditional $196,000, giving the Presbyterian’s World 
Mission program a total income in 1958 of $3,- 
950,000. 


The Overseas Relief and Interchurch Aid De- 
partment reported another all-time record in con- 
tributions, in this case to the Easter Offering. 
The largest previous offering for this cause was 
that of 1954, when $113,704 were received. 


This same Department also noted record con- 
tributions from the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
to Church World Service for the United Clothing 
Appeal. The final report for the year was not 
yet available, but through November, Presbyterians 
in the South had contributed 212,000 pounds of 
clothing, already 31,000 more than during the 
whole of 1957. With this clothing the Church 
also sent $11,251 to apply toward the 8c per pound 
cost of processing the clothing for distribution. 
The Rev. Paul B. Freeland, secretary of the De- 
partment, reports that these totals place the 
Southern Presbyterians third among all denomi- 
nations in clothing contributions. 


In another action, the Board set up a special 
committee, composed of Mr. Tom Barnhardt, chair- 
man, Mr. G. Lamar Westcott, Mrs. H. C. Bleck- 
schmidt, Dr. William M. Elliott, and Mr. Curry B. 
Hearn, to study other denominations’ methods for 
handling the special gifts contributed for specific 
causes in the mission program. 


From Japan the Board received word that 
Skikoku Christian College, in Zentsuji, has been 
given governmental accreditation as a junior col- 
lege. The school has been hampered since its 
creation some eight years ago because it could 
not attain accreditation, and could therefore attract 
very few students. A special committee was formed 
by the Board at an earlier meeting, and asked to 
go to Japan to make a thorough study of the 
struggling college. This success in getting accredi- 
tation as a two-year college resulted in a Board 
decision at the January meeting not to send the 
special committee at this time. 
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In another action, the Board voted to ask the 
Japanese Mission to canvass the opportunities now 
available and potentially available to make more 
use of commercial radio and television stations 
for preaching the Gospel in Japan. Special atten- 
tion to training of nationals in religious broadcast 
techniques, the possibility of using dialogues be- 
tween Japanese and missionaries fluent in Japanese 
to discuss questions in the minds of those who are 
not Christians, and the cost of time purchased from 
commercial stations were asked of the Mission. 


The Board heard a special report on his visit 
to Far Eastern mission stations by Col. Roy Le- 
Craw, Atlanta attorney and former mayor, who 
spent several months in the Orient during the fall 
and early winter. He called for intensive efforts 
toward evangelization of Japan, particularly, and 
praised highly the strong young Church in Korea. 





Nashville —(PN)— Rev. and Mrs. David B. 
Lehman of our East Brazil Mission announce the 
arrival of a son, Marcos David. He was born on 
December 28 in Brazil. 


Mr. Lehman was born in Brazil. He received 
his education at Colegio Rio Branco in Brazil; As- 
bury College, Wilmore, Kentucky; Houghton Col- 
lege, New York; Geneseo State Teachers College, 
Geneseo, New York; and Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. He is a member of 
Cherokee Presbytery. 


Mrs. Lehman is the former Miss Alice Mary 
Bonesteel of Troy, New York. She is a graduate 
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of Houghton College in New York, and is a mem- 
ber of the Atcooga Presbyterian Church in Dalton, 
Georgia. 


The Lehmans have two children, six and four 
years of age. 


A son, Mark O’dell, was born on December 16 
in Campinas, Brazil to missionaries of our church 
there, Rev. and Mrs. O’dell Smith. 


Mr. Smith is a native of Bristol, Tennessee. He 
is a graduate of Emory and Henry College and 
studied at King College and the University of 
North Carolina. He received his B. D. degree from 
Union Seminary in Richmond. He is a member of 
Holston Presbytery. 


Mrs. Smith is the former Miss Patricia Rees of 
Johnson City, Tennessee. She studied at East 
Tennessee State College and graduated from 
Emory and Henry College in Emory, Virginia. 
She is a member of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Morristown, Tennessee. 


The Smiths have one other child. 


Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. Phillips of our Korea 
Mission announce the birth of a daughter, Helen, 
on January 13 in Korea. 


Dr. Phillips is a native of Laurinburg, North 
Carolina. Dr. Phillips received his education at 
Davidson College, Duke University, the University 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia General Hospital and 
the Medical College of South Carolina. 


Mrs. Phillips is the former Miss Frances Wulcher 
of Davidson, North Carolina! She is a graduate 
of the Woman’s College of the University of North 
Carolina. Dr. and Mrs. Phillips are members of 
the Davidson College Presbyterian Church in 
Davidson, North Carolina. 


The Phillips have two other children, sons, six 
years and three years of age. 


Rev. and Mrs. Clarence Bassett of the Mexico 
Mission announce the birth of a daughter, Ann 
Elizabeth, on December 21 in Mexico. 


Mrs. Bassett is the former Miss Katherine Askew 
Myers, daughter of our Mexico missionaries, Mr. 
and Mrs. Z. V. Myers, and a native of Alexandria, 
Va. She is a graduate of Austin College and the 
Assembly’s Training School. She is a member of 
the First Presbyterian Church in Kingsville, Texas. 


Mr. Bassett, a native of Greenville, Texas, is a 
graduate of Austin College and Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va. He is a member of the 
Brazos Presbytery. The Rev. and Mrs. Bassctt 
first went to the mission field in 1947. 


The couple have five other children, three sons 
and two daughters. 


ALABAMA 


Huntsville —(PN)— The North Alabama Pres- 
bytery, Presbyterian Church, U. S., at their Jan- 
uary meeting here authorized a study to be made 
of the advisability of organizing church operated 
schools in the event that the public schools should 
be closed. 


The more than 60 ministers and ruling elders 
assigned the study to the Committee on Christian 
Relations, and asked that the committee report 
at the next meeting of the Presbytery. 
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A committee was also appointed to investigate 
legal aspects, such as the advisability or necessity 
of incorporating the North Alabama Presbytery. 


The proposal was taken under consideration due 
to a possibility that the Alabama public schools 
be closed. 





Birmingham —(PN)— Dr. Alva M. Gregg has 
begun his new association here as pastor of the 
Second Presbyterian Church. He was formerly 
pastor of the Forest Hills Presbyterian Church in 
Fairfield, but began his pastorate at Second church 
on Feb. 1. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta—(PN)—The Rev. R. D. Littleton has 
become the pastor elect of the Pryor Street Pres- 
byterian Church here. He has been serving as 
pastor of the Bay Street Presbyterian Church in 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


In Hattiesburg he was president of the Forrest 
County Tuberculosis Association, chaplain of the 
Civitan Club, and president of the Travelers’ Aid. 


He has served as pastor of churches in Louisiana 
as well as the Hattiesburg church. He has served 
as chairman of the committee on Presbyterian work 
at Mississippi Southern College. 


The Pryor Street Church is planning to sell their 
present property and relocate in the Pennington 
Park area. 


Oppose National Council Action 


The Presbytery of Augusta-Macon deplores the 
intrusion into the field of political discussion and 
the giving of advice to the Washington administra- 
tion on international affairs by agencies of the 
National Council of Churches, such as the Con- 
ference on World Order, held last November in 
Cleveland. 


The Presbytery is disturbed that the false im- 
pression gains currency from such conferences that 
their deliverances are the voice of Protestantism. 


The Presbytery is concerned for the cause of 
missions and views the Cleveland recommendation 
of United States diplomatic recognition of Red 
China and her admission to membership in the 
United Nations as inimical to that cause. 





Quitman —(PN)— A contract has just recently 
been awarded for the construction of a small ad- 
dition to the Presbyterian Home in Quitman, Ga., 
and the actual work will begin as soon as possible. 


In this new unit it will be possible to care for 
approximately twenty older people who require 
continuous nursing care. Approximate cost will be 
$50,000.00. 


Director Frank H. McElroy says that since the 
Presbyterian Home, Inc., “has an outstanding debt 
of $42,000.00, it can use to advantage some very 
substantial donations, now and in the next few 
months”’. 


With the completion of the above addition, the 
home will be able to provide for 100 people, and 
the fixed capital assets will total $400,000.00 The 
third addition in the short period of nine years 
since the operation of the home started, the new 
unit will make possible a dream of having separate 
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areas for the ambulatory, the bedridden, and those 
requiring continuous supervision. 


The Presbyterian Home is owned by the Synod 
of Georgia, and operated by a Board of Trustees 
elected by the Synod. The Synod appoints at least 
one trustee from each Presbytery. The trustees 
are aided by observations and advice from an ad- 
visory council elected by the Women of the Church 
in the Synod. A full-time Director is appointed by 
the Board of Trustees, and he supervises all ac- 
tivities at the Home. 





Jonesboro —(PN)— The Jonesboro Presbyterian 
Church will be the host for a Teen Rally of all 
young people of the four churches of Jonesboro, 
Feb. 14, at 8:00 p. m. 


Young people from First Baptist, Zion Hill Bap- 
tist, Jonesboro Methodist, and Jonesboro Presby- 
terian will attend and take part in the program. 
Speaker will be Rausie Mason, active Baptist lay- 
man, and Georgia Tech varsity football tackle. 
Harvey Wood, Jr., a student at Emory-atOxford, 
will be the song leader for the Teen Rally. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Flora Macdonald College — Dr. Price H. Gwynn, 
Jr., Dean of Flora Macdonald College, has an- 
nounced that applications are now being received 
from high school seniors throughout the two Caro- 
linas and neighboring states, for the four com- 
petitive Vardell scholarships for the academic year 
1959-60. 


These scholarships, totaling $4,000 and now of- 
fered for the fourth consecutive year, are named 
in honor of the late President Emeritus and first 
president, Dr. C. G. Vardell, in recognition of his 
deep interest in motivating higher education for 
young people. The individual scholarships are in 
the amount of $1600, $1200, and two for $800 
each, all over a four-year period. 


This program is another effort on the part of 
Flora Macdonald College to aid high school stu- 
dents of superior academic ability to further their 
education, and is based on the four-year high 
school record, character and personality of the 
applicant, plus a scholarship examination at the 
college. With costs in the field of education in- 
creasing each year, these awards are designed to 
enable high school students to secure higher edu- 
cation at a fraction of the actual cost. The ad- 
ministration will also continue the present pro- 
gram of grants-in-aid, work scholarships, and loans. 


_The Vardell scholarships are open to boys and 
girls who are completing their high school educa- 
tion. During its three years, this competitive schol- 
arship plan has resulted in the admission of out- 
standing students who are a credit to the college. 


Charlotte — The new Irwin-McKay Infirmary 
on the Queens College campus was dedicated to- 
day. The dedication services was followed by an 
open-house which gave visitors an opportunity to 
see the interior of the building. 


_The infirmary honors Dr. Hamilton W. McKay, 
Charlotte physician; the late Dr. John Irwin, also 
of Charlotte; and the late Dr. Henderson Irwin, 
Eureka, N. C. The completely equipped building 
is the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Belk. Mr. 
Belk is executive vice-president of Belk Stores, 
ine., and Mrs. Belk is the former Miss Katherine 
McKay. The gift honors physicians in the families 
of both Mr. and Mrs. Belk. 
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The brick building is of contemporary design 
ani includes four hospital rooms, two additional 
rooms which can be converted into hospital rooms 
in emergencies, a diet kithcen, living quarters for 
the college nurses, and a student health center 
in which there are a waiting room, an office-con- 
sultation room for the college physician and nurses, 
an examination-treatment room, and a laboratory. 


The infirmary is the fourth building to be com- 
pleted during the current academic year. Three 
duplex sorority lodges were finished last Septem- 
ber, and a residence hall to house 140 students is 
now under construction. Bids for the construction 
of the new library will be opened in April. 





Wilson —(PN)— Dr. John McCain well-known 
Presbyterian layman, and M. D., is president of the 
Wilson County Medical Society. He assumed office 
during the recent January meeting. 


The new mental health clinic, one of 11 in the 
State of North Carolina, is expected to be in opera- 
tion March 1, according to Dr. McCain. Dr. Don- 
ald McDonald of New York will serve as staff 
psychiatrist, and Dr. Joseph Warner will be the 
psychologist for the staff. Frank Hedges has been 
appointed psychiatric social worker. Dr. Robert 
D. Higgins is director of the Local Health Services, 
State Board of Health. 





Theological Schools Hit by Theologian 


DURHAM (AP) — A theologian told the North 
Carolina Council of Churches here today that “‘too 
many theology schools offer their students no other 
approach than that of the critics.” 


“The primary function of the Bible,” said Dr. 
J. V. L. Casserly, professor of theology at Gen- 
eral Theological Seminary (Episcopal), New York, 
“is to be read in the assemblies of Christians—not 
dissected on the operating table of the critics.” 
Yet, he added, this is all too frequently all that 
is offered to the future ministers by the theological 
schools of today. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Would Quit National Council 


The Central Mississippi Presbytery of the Pres- 
terian Church, U. S., voted enthusiastically to seek 
withdrawal of the Southern church from the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 


Meeting at Pickens Thursday, the Central Mis- 
sissippi group, one of the components of the Synod 
of Mississippi to the General Assembly slated in 
Atlanta in April asking that the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., withdraw from the National Council. 
The overture would cite the fact that the Council’s 
pronouncements and policies are out of harmony 
with the beliefs of the Southern church on many 
subjects. 


The National Council is a strongly integrationist 
body and recently voted to ask the U.S. to vote to 
admit Red China to the United Nations. 


Elder Edwin White of Lexington made a stirring 
appeal for adoption of the overture to the General 
Assembly, an appeal which received cordial recep- 
tion from the 100 members of the Presbytery 
present. 


The Presbytery voted disapproval of the addition 
of chapters to the book of church order dealing 
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with uniting with both united and federated 
churches. The Southern church recently declined 
to join a union of two other branches. 


The Rev. O. M. Anderson of Jackson was elected 
moderator, and also one of the commissioners to 
the General Assembly, April 23-28. Other clerical 
commissioners will be Rev. W. A. Hall and Rev. 
Norman Harper of Jackson and Rev. Van Arnold 
of Greenwood. 


Elders elected as lay commissioners include Ollie 
Anderson, Jr., T. H. Suttle both of Jackson, and 
David Fite of Vicksburg, and Edwin White, Lex- 
ington. 


A. A. Spencer of Yazoo City is the retiring mor- 
erator of the Presbytery. Rev. W. A. Gamble of 
Hollandale was re-elected for a three-year term as 
stated clerk and Rev. Stanley Smathers of Pickens 
was re-elected treasurer. Dr. Anderson read the 
memorial] paper in honor of the late Dr. G. T. Gilles- 
pie, president emeritus of Belhaven College and 
member of the Presbytery for many years. 


The April meeting of the Presbytery will be held 
in Jackson, it was decided, with Cleveland Davis 
of Ittabena on the program. 


Three new members elected to the commission 
of the minister and his work for a three year 
term were the Rev Robert Duhs of Vicksburg, Dr. 
O. M. Anderson of Jackson and T. H. Suttle of 
Jackson. 


Elected to the committee for examining ministers 
and aides were Dr. R. E. Huff of Jackson, Al 
Freundt of Forest, the Rev. Henry Hope of Jackson 
and Dr. William Mansell of Vicksburg. 


The Rev. Virgil Bryant, Jackson and Fitz Mor- 
gan were elected to the committee on world mis- 
sions and the Rev. Dick Harbison of Canton was 
elected to the committee on sessional records. 


Dr. John Reed Miller of Jackson was elected 
chairman of the committee on Christian education 
and new members announced were the Rev. Chris- 
tian Leland Jorgenson of Yazoo City and Cleve- 
land Davis of Itta Bena. 


The Rev. A. C. Bridges of Durant, John C. Batt, 
Sr., of Jackson and Mr. A. A. Spencer of Yazoo 


City were elected to the committee of church ex- 
tension. 


Erskin W. Wells of Jackson gave a report of the 
work of the committee dealing with the office of 
stated clerk of Presbytery and his report was 


adopted as a working goal for the Central Presby- 
tery. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Congaree Presbytery Scores National 


Group on Red China 


Congaree Presbytery, in its meeting on January 


-27, 1959, repudiated the action of the National 


Council of Churches in urging the recognition of 
communist China and her admission into the United 
Nations. The resolution said, “This does not repre- 
sent the mind of this Presbytery,” and also over- 
tured the General Assembly of The Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., to withdraw its membership in the 
National Council. This will be presented to meet- 
ing of the General Assembly of the denomination 
in its April meeting in Atlanta, Ga. 


This meeting was held in the Union Memorial 
Presbyterian Church near Winnsboro. Elder W. 
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T. Cassells, Sr., an elder in the Rose Hill Presby- 
terian Church, was elected Moderator. He holds 
office until the May meeting of Presbytery. 


The following standing committees were appoint- 
ed: Bills and Overtures, the Rev Joseph D. Beale, 
McQueen Quattlebaum, and C. B. Elliott; Leave of 
Absence, the Rev. Francis B. Mayes, the Rev. L. K. 
Poag, J. F. Craig, Sr., and W. J. Zeller. The Rev. 
Martin, and W. K. Turner; Resolutions, Dr. Fred V. 


Palmer M. Peterson was appointed Temporary 
Clerk. 


The Moderator appointed the following nomi- 
nating committee for the year 1959: E. Bert Wil- 
kinson, A. Douglas McArn, Robert Lee Scar- 
borough, Harold Walker, and Sam A. McPherson. 


The following members of Congaree Presbytery 
were elected as commissioners to this Assembly: 
Ministers, J. F. Craig, Jr., W. T. King and John 
B. Pridgen, Jr., with Robert E. Smith, J. S. Har- 
vard and S. J. Andreasen as alternates. Ruling 
Elders, Robert Lee Scarborough, O. T. Gibson, and 
W. R. Ogburn, with Dave Pennington, J. L. Cole- 
man, and R. H. DeMontmollin as alternates. 


One of the highlights of the meeting was the 
presentation of mission work in Korea by the Rev. 
Joe B. Hooper who is on furlough in this country. 


A memorial to the late Harry F. Petersen, Jr., 
for 13 years executive secretary of Congaree Pres- 
bytery, was presented by the Rev. Claude McIntosh. 
In the light of the outstanding work of the Rev. 
Mr. Petersen, Columbia Theological Seminary was 
asked to name a Chair of practical Theology in his 
memory. The Seminary is now in the process of 
raising $180,000 in the Presbytery for the expan- 
sion of its work. This is a part of the over all pro- 
gram to raise $5,000,000. 


Elder J. W. McLaurin, chairman of the Steward- 
ship Committee, reported that the Central Treas- 
urer of Benevolences received over $105,700 dur- 
ing the year 1958. This was an increase of 7 per 
cent over 1957. 


The Church Extension Committee reported that 
plans were well under way for two new churches 
in the greater Columbia area. Other sections of 
the Presbytery are also under consideration for 
new churches. The committee plans a $67,000 ex- 
tension budget for the current year. The report 
was made by Elder Henry S. Johnson who retired 
as chairman after six years service. He is to be 
succeeded by Patrick C. Smith, a deacon in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Columbia. 


The Rev. Joseph D. Beale, the retiring Mod- 
erator, preached the opening sermon. “Jesus 
fought against evil and had no fear of the suffering 
which such a stand might involve,” he said. In our 
imitating Christ we ought not to fear suffering for 
His sake.”” He pointed out as a servant of God 
our work is a 24 hours a day proposition. He con- 
cluded, “Worn out and tired, still we dare not 
refuse our Master.” 
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